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Easter Holidays – Wishing you all a restful and well deserved Easter break! We look forward to welcoming
you back to school on the 19th April.
Home Testing – Your next home lateral flow test should be taken on the 18th April for your return to school
the following day. A reminder will be sent to you by email on the 18th April, and you will need to send your
results to test.results@smsj.london.

Year 12

Notices

31st March 2021

Harrow School Lumina Programme
We have been lucky to be invited to attend the Harrow school Lumina programme. This is a five-day summer
school – Lumina – for potential Oxbridge applicants in Year 12, which will again be online and take place from 5th
to 9th July 2021.
Online registration will go live on Friday 26th March. Please click on this link to register:
https://forms.gle/vCshmtu61h2R6BTH8
When completing the registration form, pupils will need to enter a unique access code. This code is RHC20ha. I
would encourage interested pupils to register sooner rather than later to avoid disappointment.

Oxford & Cambridge Student Conference
If you are considering applying to Oxbridge, please see below the link to sign up to the Oxford and Cambridge
student conferences:
Oxford & Cambridge Student Conferences 2021 | Undergraduate Study
Even if you are not applying to Oxbridge, it will be an invaluable opportunity to listen to academics discuss their
subjects and how they are taught as well as hearing about the experiences of undergraduate students.
If you are intending to apply to university it is imperative that you take control of your own application. Pay
attention to all the information and opportunities that are being sent to you in order to ensure you are fully
informed and prepared. Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Phillips if you have any further questions
regarding Higher Education and post 18 options.
Law Work Exeprience & Skills workshops with Ashurst
Ashurst is a leading global law firm with a history spanning almost 200 years. Their London office is based closed
to Liverpool Street Station, in Spitalfields.Access Ashurst offers Year 12 students across the UK the opportunity to
learn more about a career in law through a programme of work shadowing, skills workshops and mentoring
support. The programme aims to increase access to law for young people experiencing disadvantage.
For information on all Law placements offered, please visit: https://www.ashurst.com/en/careers/studentsand-graduates/uk/work-experience/

Year 12

Virtual Insight Programme from BDO
Think accountancy is just about number-crunching? Think again.
We’re BDO, one of the UK’s largest accountancy and business advisory firms, working with some of the most
exciting and ambitious companies in the UK and across the world. We find solutions to their toughest challenges.
That means there’s so much more to a career here than just the number-crunching you might assume of
accountancy, and there are lots of ways you can make a big impact.
We’ve created the Explore BDO Virtual Insight Programme to show you what’s exciting about a career at BDO.
This programme is specifically open to students in Years 10-12, who attend a state school and have either been
eligible for free school meals or would be the first of your family to go to university. At BDO, we believe your
career success should be defined by your talent and drive, not your background. You don’t need any previous
experience in accountancy. If you’ve got the drive and the determination, then we’d like to hear from you.
Over a week, from the 5th-9th July, you’ll join a range of virtual sessions that give you the opportunity to fully
understand what we do at BDO and what your career here could look like. You’ll meet our senior leaders, recent
apprentices, and industry experts, whilst developing professional skills you can add to your CV that will give you a
head start in your career both here at BDO and beyond. If you’re in the relevant year of study with the required
grades, at the end of the week you’ll have a chance to secure a fast-track onto our Summer School or schoolleaver apprenticeship programmes.
www.careermap.co.uk
Scholarship
If you are planning to study business or STEM and from a BAME background you can apply for a scholarship:
Visa UK Scholarship | Windsor-Fellowship (windsor-fellowship.org)
Visa UK Scholarship | Windsor-Fellowship (windsor-fellowship.org)
Deadline: 7 April; 11:59pm
The programme is designed to support students from BAME backgrounds to achieve their full potential. This
opportunity is open to eligible students who are intending to enrol as a full-time undergraduate in any
accredited university in the UK to study STEM or business. You’ll receive a scholarship of up to £9200 per year to
pay your tuition fees and an ongoing programme of support throughout your academic study.

Student Finance
Student finance is now open and you are able to register. If you are taking a gap year you will not need to apply
this year. You will need to apply in March 2022. For students applying to go to university in September 2021 you
will need to apply by May 31st 2021. It is important that you follow the instructions as if you make a mistake it
could jeopardise your finances.
The first step is to access the site by using the link: https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
The first page you will come to is this:
If you’re a student from England you can apply online for the following academic years:

2021 to 2022 (part-time students can apply from summer 2021)

2020 to 2021
You can apply for:

Tuition Fee Loans

Maintenance Loans

Maintenance Grants
You can apply up to 9 months after the start of the academic year for your course.

Year 13

If you need help with a further education course at a college or training provider you may be able to apply for an
Advanced Learner Loan instead. The application process is different if you’re a student from Scotland, Wales or
Northern Ireland.

You must press the start now button in green as instructed:
Start now on the Student Finance England website

Next you will be asked to:
Create an account
If you‘re not already registered, you can create a new account. You’ll need an account if:
 you’re a student, and you want to apply for student finance. (This is you)
 you’re a parent or partner of a student and need to provide information to support their application.
You will then be asked the following:
Create an account
Have you ever applied for student finance before?
Let us know if you've ever applied for student finance from the UK Government. It doesn't matter how long ago
you applied, if it was online or using a paper form, or if you applied to us or your local authority.
Have you ever applied for student finance before?
 Yes, I have applied for student finance before
 No, I haven't applied for student finance before

You must click NO

Your account details will be private to you. It will contain confidential financial information. If you are unsure
please do not start your application form. Mrs Phillips will be available to support you, next week should you
require any assistance. You have enough time so please do not worry!

Year 13
UniTasterDays Sessions
Uni taster sessions run a number of video subject guides and university talks. These videos have one key aim - to
support students who are considering university to make informed future decisions.
They feature guest speakers from a range of different universities, who are always experts in the subject they are
speaking about. They are always independent, impartial, and under one hour to suit timetabling requirements.
They include the general content students will find useful – like how to write personal statements, student
finance, UCAS applications and more.

University & Apprenticeships

You can also access the video subject guide!
These subject videos introduce studying a range of different subjects at university. They cover reasons to consider
the subject, what to expect on the course, and usually a careers guide and application tips as well.
https://www.unitasterdays.com/ondemand
StudentStream
Search, spot and stream videos to help you make the right university choices.
During the past year you may well have met universities from around the UK at our Virtual Fairs or participated in
Many
thanks Wednesdays. We're proud to announce the launch of a brand new website designed to support you
our Webinar
as you continue to make important decisions about your next steps.
StudentStream brings together video content featuring vital advice and expert knowledge from universities across
Margaret
the UK in one place. This brand new website has just been launched, with new content is being added every single
day. Whether you need help and advice regarding UCAS personal statements, choosing courses, student finance,
uni campus tours, open days or interview advice, StudentStream has it all.
Home - StudentStream
Y13 Apprenticeship Programme
Mediacom and Odgers have partnered to run a new and exciting fully funded ‘pre-apprenticeship’ programme for
Margaret
Y13 stduents.
This pre-apprenticeship programme will give students (who should have an interest in applying for
apprenticeships once they leave school) the opportunity to gain an insight into a number of different
departments and roles at MediaCom, whilst being mentored by a professional facilitator from The Talent
Foundry, and experts from MediaCom and Odgers.
You will learn more about the apprenticeships on offer at the agency, hone in on key employability skills required
to thrive at MediaCom, and learn directly from Mediacom professionals through targeted activities about the

different roles. At the end of the programme, students will be able to apply for the apprenticeships that
MediaCom have on offer, using the knowledge and insight they have gained from the sessions.
As MediaCom has a number of exciting apprenticeship roles in the field of digital and data that they will be
recruiting for in the coming months, we would like students who take part in this programme to have the following
qualities and interests:
 Students should have a questioning mindset and be logical thinkers.
 Students should be passionate about digital tech and digital advertising.
 Students should be analytical thinkers who love solving problems.
 Students should like using data to answer questions, and want to find ways to use data more effectively.
 Students should enjoy conducting research and be interested in using these skills to produce creative
campaigns.
The sessions will all take place virtually on a weekly basis for four weeks at the same time, starting on Thursday
29th April at 1:30pm - 3:30pm, and finishing on 20th May. There will be additional coaching sessions available to
students who take part, these sessions will be arranged with the schools taking part individually.

University & Apprenticeships

Please contact the Sixth Form team to apply.

Keystone University Programme 2021
Keystone is recruiting a select number of exceptional students for their university programme. They are seeking
out students who have academic potential but who may lack the know-how and support to win places and
succeed at the UK’s most competitive universities. For 2021, they are looking for applicants wishing to apply for
undergraduate courses in English, Maths or History.
The programme is led by experienced university consultants and subject specialist tutors ensuring students are
comprehensively supported throughout their preparation. The offering is divided into 6 modules. The programme
comprises both small group teaching and 1 to 1 coaching, delivered online using Microsoft Teams. Students on the
programme will be supported between the online sessions by the provision of supplementary material allowing
for focused independent preparation.
The programme will run over the summer and autumn 2021. The dates as follows:
 26 – 30 July
 23 – 27 AUGUST
 11 SEPTEMBER





11 SEPTEMBER
9 OCTOBER
20 NOVEMBER
NB: the timetable sessions run from 09:00 – 13:00 on both weekends and Saturdays.

University & Apprenticeships

How will you be supported? You will work in small groups, have 121 coaching using TEAMs and independent
learning. You will cover a range of topics:
 Application management
 Guided Reading
 Test Preparation
 Personal statement
 Interview preparation
 Specialist knowledge and development.
There is an eligibility criteria, but please do not be put off from applying.
If you have any questions, and to apply, please do request an application form from
Keystone’s Head of Pro-Bono, Alice Chitty, alice.chitty@keystonetutors.com;
+44(0)207 602 5310. The application deadline is Friday 30th April 2021

STEM

Careers in space
Be inspired by a range of individuals currently working in the space industry and explore how they use science,
technology, engineering and maths (STEM) skills in their everyday lives.
Careers in space | STEM
Maths careers support
Maths is the key to unlocking a variety of rich and varied career pathways. This information to help you explore
how maths can be applied in the real world.
Maths careers support | STEM

Uptree

Uptree Work Experience Opportunities
Please see below the most recent Uptree opportunities available to you all:

Law Virtual Work Experience
Browne Jacobson are a top 50 law firm with offices all over the UK and revenues of £50million. These two days in
the Easter Holidays are going to provide students with a really great insight into how a law firm works and makes
money, the different departments they have, and an opportunity to talk with lots of different solicitors.

Law

Tuesday 6th & Wednesday 7th April, 9am - 4pm each day
- Partner welcome talk
- An insight to law, their different departments and areas of work (including non law routes) #
- Breakout rooms with solicitors in talking about different areas of law
- Workshops & interactive sessions
- Open to all Y11, S4, Y12 / S5, Y13 / S6 & Y14 students
Application Link: https://www.research.net/r/Law-WEX
University of Law – Virtual Workshops
We’re pleased to update you that bookings are now open for 2021 virtual workshops, ideal for students in Years 1113 who are interested in studying or pursuing a career in Law, Criminology, Policing or Business:
To apply, please apply below: https://www.law.ac.uk/events/

Kent Law School
Want to know what it's really like to be a Law student? Kent Law School’s upcoming Instagram Live event will be
packed with tips and tricks from current students sharing their experiences of University, and answering your
questions about the programme, accommodation, student life and more!

Lectures

Follow them on @kentlawschool to join the conversation.

Free Lectures @ Grreenwich University
The twilight lectures are aimed at students currently studying at Level 3, to complement their studies and to
provide an insight into studying these disciplines at degree level. Both students and their teachers are welcome.
Students are permitted to attend independently.
All sessions will take place on a Tuesday or Wednesday afternoon 4:30-5:30 virtually via Zoom.
GREat Minds
Our series of twilight lectures are delivered virtually by academics via Zoom and cover a range of subject areas to
complement students sixth form or college studies and to provide an insight into studying these disciplines at
degree level.
20TH April - English Literature Virtual Twilight Lecture- American Fictions and National Identity
21st April - Economics Twilight Lecture - The Globalisation of Finance: How big is too big?
5th May - Engineering Virtual Twilight Lecture - Can Civil Engineers Save the World?
12th May - Geography/Science Virtual Twilight Lecture - Summer of (20)69!: An introduction to climate adaptation
19th May - Science Virtual Twilight Lecture - Introduction to Cancer Biology

Lectures

Kings’ College Seminars
Kings College are running a number of seminars. These will take place after school and last about an hour.
The subjects covered range from STEM, Philosophy, Politics.
Attend Here: Events | King’s Events | King’s College London (kcl.ac.uk)
Free Lectures – Gresham College
Gresham College in Holborn, London is an institution of higher learning hosting over 140 free lectures annually.
Since the closing of public events, Gresham has been continuing their lecture programme virtually.

Humanities

We highly recommend you attend these free virtual lectures to broaden your understanding of political, scientific
and environmental issues. Please see below a list of lectures coming up. These can also be found printed on the
Sixth Form notice board.

Humanities Study Day – Oxford University
The university of Oxford has opened its applications for their Humanities Study Day. The application form can be
found here (Deadline: 12 April 2021 at noon).
The event will be held virtually on 30 April (15.30-18.30) via Microsoft Teams. The sessions will also be recorded so
that students who experience technical difficulties on the day will be able to watch them at a later opportunity.

Humanities

Students who are offered a place on the event will have the opportunity to hear from current students, receive
admissions advice, and to attend two taster lectures. These include:
 English Language and Literature – ‘What is Close Reading?’
 History – ‘The American Dream’
 Oriental Studies (Egyptology) – ‘Social reality in Ancient Egypt’
 Modern Languages – ‘Introduction to Czech: Cold War Pop and Politics’*
*This lecture is suitable for students considering any of the languages offered by Oxford. It is also suitable for
students interested in beginning a new language from scratch at university.
These lectures cover a wide breadth of topics and historical periods. The study day will help students to explore
subjects both familiar and new, as well as to make links between the different humanities fields.
If you have any questions about the event, please contact Hannah (access@univ.ox.ac.uk) or to check out the Study
Days section of our website. Information can also be found there about our selection criteria.
We hope that even if you are not considering Oxbridge, you apply, An invaluable experience and great for your
UCAS!
First Impressions
What is a first impression? Why are they important? The British Airways team to give their top tips https://vimeo.com/402092359
How can your hobbies translate into a job skill - Hobbies and Skills on Vimeo

Super-Curricular Resources

The videos are about 3 minutes long and have some really useful tips.
MOOC’s
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) are free online courses available for anyone to enroll. MOOCs provide an
affordable and flexible way to learn new skills, advance your career and deliver quality educational experiences at
scale.
Millions of people around the world use MOOCs to learn for a variety of reasons, including: career development,
changing careers, college preparations, supplemental learning, lifelong learning, corporate eLearning & training, and
more.

https://www.mooc.org/
HE PLUS – Go beyond the curriculum
The HE+ website brings you exciting super-curricular resources created and written by Cambridge students and
academics including challenging activities, engaging videos, reflective questions and much more. Our content is
aimed at school-aged students looking to go beyond the school curriculum and discover their passion for a subject
today. Welcome to our academic community!

https://myheplus.com/
JSTOR
JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary sources. JSTOR helps people discover, use, and
build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching platform, and preserves this content
for future generations. You can access academic journals, historic content and primary sources for free.
To sign up, you will need to visit the jstor.org website, and collect log-in details from Ms. Gershon.

Name

Website

Details

BBC News online

https://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts
/radio4

News

BBC Radio 4 podcasts
British Physics
Olympiad Question
Bank

https://www.bpho.org.uk/resour
ces/question-bank

News podcast
Good source of interesting physics problems with solutions

Super-Curricular Resources

Name

Website

Details

Cambrdige Supercurricular subject
reading list

https://www.undergraduate.stud
y.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.undergra
duate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publi
cations/supercurricular_suggestions.pdf

This selection of suggested reading lists and resources has been gathered from
the Cambridge departmental and College websites, other universities and other
sources on the internet

Edge Magazine

https://www.edge.org/

The ideas presented on Edge are speculative; they represent the frontiers of
knowledge in the areas of evolutionary biology, genetics, computer science,
neurophysiology, psychology, and physics

FutureLearn

https://www.futurelearn.com/

Learn 100% online with world-class universities and industry experts. Develop
your career, learn a new skill, or pursue your hobbies with flexible online courses.

History of Ideas

https://www.talkingpoliticspodca
st.com/history-of-ideas

History Of Ideas is a new series of talks by David Runciman in which he explores
some of the most important thinkers and prominent ideas lying behind modern
politics – from Hobbes to Gandhi, from democracy to patriarchy, from revolution
to lock down.

IOPSpark

https://spark.iop.org/

Institute of Physics resources for teachers

Isaac Computer Science

www.isaaccomputerscience.org

A level

Isaac Physics

https://isaacphysics.org/

LSE LIFE PODCASTS

https://info.lse.ac.uk/currentstudents/lselife/resources/podcasts

New Scientist magazine,
news section
Next Time Questions
Oxplore

https://oxplore.org/

PhET Simuations

https://phet.colorado.edu/
https://www.southampton.ac.uk
/philosophy/outreach/philosoph
y-podcast-archive.page
http://www.physics.org/index.as
p
https://uk.reuters.com/ (change
https://www.senecalearning.com
/

Philosophy pod casts
Physics.org (IOP)
Reuters
Seneca Learning

Science periodical
Intriguing physics problems to set, with solutions
Oxplore aims to realise aspirations, promote broader thinking and stimulate
intellectual curiosity
Simulations of science and maths problems, can be used to replace practicals
Philosophy podcast
News/activities, puzzles, experiments and database of 4000 physics websites –
designed to engage all ages with Physics
(change edition for international news)
Free online learning for various subjects

Speakers for schools

https://www.speakersforschools.
org/inspiration/vtalks/vtalksvideo-library/

Speakers for Schools Inspiration Programme provides a network of today’s most
inspiring figures across business, arts, politics and more donating their time to
help inspire students to fuel their ambition. Speakers in their network range from
CEOs of major companies to notable national journalists, arts people, scientists,
leading entrepreneurs and academics. You can find out more about our 1,500+
speakers. Use the virtual talks to library to access many of these sessions

Ted Talks

https://www.ted.com/talks

3400+ talks to stir your curiosity

The Economist
The New Statesman
magazine

www.economist.com
https://www.newstatesman.com
/uk
https://www.timeshighereducati
on.com/academic/opinion/podca
sts
https://iai.tv/education/podcast
https://www.univ.ox.ac.uk/applyi
ng-to-univ/resource-hub/
https://www.univ.ox.ac.uk/applyi
ng-to-univ/resource-hub/
https://www.undergraduate.stud
y.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.undergra
duate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publi
cations/supercurricular_suggestions.pdf

Online periodical

Times Higher Education
podcasts
UniTalks podcasts
Univ resource hub
Univ resource hub

University Of
Cambridge

Wellbeing

https://www.newscientist.com/s
ection/news/
http://www.physicslab.org/Comp
ilations/NextTime.aspx

Physics problem-solving for GCSE, A level and beyond. Teachers can set up
accounts and group students into classes, setting them "boards" of problems
through the website.
This series of 11 episodes covers basic study skills - from reading, making notes,
and essay writing, to dissertation research and exam revision. Each episode is
accompanied by a summary of key points, further resources, some tasks to get
hands-on practice, and a transcript of the podcast

Online periodical
Podcast
Podcast
Explore the resources below or select a subject area such as Humanities or Social
Sciences, followed by a specific subject (Classics, English, etc.)
Reading Bank are packed with book reviews by Univ students
Sselection of suggested reading lists and resources has been gathered from the
Cambridge departmental and College websites, other universities and other
sources on the internet

Life Skills – Wellbeing and Resilience
The pandemic has taken a toll on student’s wellbeing and so to support young people’s mental fitness we ran a Life
Skills: Wellbeing and Resilience session. Please find the videos below and share with your students
What is stress? - Explore what stress really is: including your body's response to stress and how it might affect you.
Play Well: Toys and LEGO© Bricks for Mindfulness - Explore how creativity and play can be useful tools in
combatting stress and promoting mental wellbeing

De-stress with mindful breathing - The ability to focus and be in the moment is the new super-power.

Wellbeing

Managing stress - This session is focused on tips and techniques to help you to manage and harness stress
Wellbeing Websites and Apps
You may find some of these online resources helpful in improving mental and emotional wellbeing.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

https://www.calm.com
https://www.headspace.com
https://www.smilingmind.com.au/
https://insighttimer.com/
https://www.stopbreathethink.com/
https://www.meditationstudioapp.com/
https://www.10percenthappier.com/
https://www.kooth.com

Wishing you all a restful and well deserved
Easter break! We look forward to
welcoming you back to school on the 19th
April.

