
 

 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Form 
Bulletin 

18th May 2020 

- The UCAS & Post-18 Edition   -  

How to prepare for UCAS using Google Classroom resources 

The Year 12 Google Classroom is being updated regularly with a plethora of resources to aid and inform your 
UCAS application. Please see below a walkthrough of resources available, and how you should all be using them. 

Google Classroom Heading: ‘University Topic’ Google Classroom Heading: ‘UCAS’ 

Under the University Topic heading on Google 
Classroom, you will find the following: 

 
1. ’What is university’? 

Watch the videos found in this section for an insight 
into what university is really like. 
 

2. ‘Explore university through this interactive 
portal’  

Whether it’s university study, finance, life and skills, 
career options, qualification choices or even how to 
perform better in school, Gameplan will equip you 
with everything you need to know! 
 

3. ‘Virtual university open days’ 
In this section you will find a range of virtual 
University open days, allowing you to explore them 
from the comfort of your own home! 
 

Under the UCAS heading on Google Classroom, you 
will find the following: 

   
      4. ‘Researching a degree course’ 
Go back and look at your course choices - think 
about your mocks and targets - are they realistic?  
 

Use the resources in this section to help inform 
your decisions - if you need more guidance, email 

Mrs . Phillips! 
 

Preparing your Personal Statement 

The personal statement is an important part of your UCAS application. It’s your chance to describe your 
ambitions, skills and experience to University and College admissions staff. You will have a lot of preparation 
and support for writing this in the coming weeks however it si essential you have things to write about! 
 
You will need to include these things: 
- Look at course descriptions and identify the qualities, skills, and experience it requires – where have you 

gained these skills both inside and out of school 
- Tell the reader why you’re applying – include your ambitions, as well as what interests you about the 

subject, the course provider, and higher education. 
- Think about what makes you suitable – this could be relevant experience, skills, or achievements you’ve 

gained from education, work, or other activities. 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

- Include any clubs or societies you belong to – sporting, creative, or musical. 
- Mention any relevant employment experience or volunteering you’ve done, such as Inspired Awards, 

Step Together, or Project Trust. 
- If you’ve developed skills through Duke of Edinburgh, ASDAN, National Citizen Service, the Crest Awards 

scheme, or young enterprise, tell them. 
- If you took part in a higher education taster course, placement, or summer school, or something similar, 

include it. 
 

Therefore, if you have not yet done any super curricular work, you need to start now! 
 

The following resources are on google classroom to help: 
 
 

Super-Curricular 
Lectures Ted Talks Podcasts 

Free Online 
Courses 

Preparing for University – Useful Websites 

Below is a list of websites compiled by Mrs. Phillips to aid you with your university applications: 
 

www.ucas.com  
- This is the official site for all UK universities and colleges offering Higher Education courses and the key 

one you will use to research universities and courses. You will apply online to universities via UCAS apply. 
This site has links to all university websites. 

www.unistats.com  
- To search review and compare subjects and universities. 

www.apply2medicine.co.uk 
- Provides a wealth of information if you are thinking of applying to do medicine. 

www.studento.com  
- Student to student guide – what its really like at HE. 

www.opendays.com  
- Details of all University and College open days. 

www.whatuni.com  
- A comprehensive University search comparison site. 

www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk  
- Offers advice on choosing courses and league tables. 

www.push.co.uk  
- An independent guide to universities. 

www.prospectusfinder.co.uk  
- You can order university prospectuses through this website. 

www.ukcoursefinder.com  
- Comprehensive information on universities and find courses that may be best suited to you. 

Universitycompare.com  
- Offers over 30,000 courses from hundreds of institutes. This allows students to compare their favourite 

universities based on student reviews, THE and Guardian rankings, male to female ratio and even tuition 
and accommodation cost.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCAS Virtual Exhibition – Engineering & Technology 

UCAS Online will be holding a virtual exhibition focussed on Engineering and Technology, on Wednesday 20th 
May from 10:00am – 18:00pm. 
 
Subjects covered include: 

- Aerospace engineering 
- Automotive engineering 
- Chemical engineering 
- Civil engineering 
- Computer science 
- Electronic engineering 
- Engineering and technology 
- General engineering 
- Mechanical engineering 
- Software engineering 

 
You will be able to explore multiple courses at up to 20 universities and colleges around the UK at the first ever 
virtual exhibition. You will have the opportunity to speak directly to subject and admissions specialists via 1-2-1 
or group chat, listen in on seminars, and pick up digital prospectus’ and other information. 
 

If you wish to take part, register online now using this link: ucas.online-event.co/registration/ucas-4 
 
 UCAS - Russell Group Advice 

Do you already have a particular university in mind, and want to know what they're looking for? 
 

Here are direct links to the advice and guidance webpages of twenty  
Russell Group Universities in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland.  
By clicking on the link below, you will be able to select a Russell group  
University, and you will be able to see what they are looking for from you! 

 
https://us.simplerousercontent.net/uploads/asset/file/3878601/UA-Russell-Group-University-
Advice.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=754390-fao-firstname-lastname-final-thing-
this&utm_source=lists%2F84501-George-Teaches-UCAS-
Applications&simplero_object_id=su_hMfjdA8TDxF5U33eP56Za6Y5 

 

Not going to University 

Apprenticeships 

Deciding what to do after you finish your A-levels is a big decision. You might be asking yourself, 'do I enter the 
world of work with an apprenticeship, or should I go to university?' Find out which is the best route for you. 
 
The main benefits of each option can be summarised as follows: 

- Going to university - you'll be able to pick from thousands of courses, a degree will leave your career 
more open-ended in terms of future opportunities and you'll acquire a whole range of soft skills, 
transferrable to any job role. 

- Doing an apprenticeship - you'll be gaining valuable on-the-job experience and earning money as you 
study. You'll also be exempt from paying tuition fees. 

 
 

Apprenticeships give you the chance to earn while you learn and gain a qualification.  They're a good way to 
gain the skills and experience you need for many careers. Traineeships prepare you for the future world of 
work. They're tailored to your needs and provide you with the experience to get an apprenticeship or job. 
 
Apprenticeships: 

- Combine on-the-job training with classroom learning. 
- Study from intermediate (GCSE equivalent) to degree level. 
- Apprenticeships take between one and six years to complete. 



 

 

  

- Study from intermediate (GCSE equivalent) to degree level. 
- Apprenticeships take between one and six years to complete. 
- You'll earn at least the National Minimum Wage while you train. 

 
 Apprenticeship Levels Degree Apprenticeships 

There are four different levels of apprenticeship: 
- Intermediate - equivalent to five good GCSE 

passes. 
- Advanced - equivalent to two A-level passes. 
- Higher - equivalent to the first stages of 

higher education, such as a foundation 
degree. 

- Degree - comparable to a Bachelors or 
Masters degree. 

 
Please see the below links which detail types of 
apprenticeships: 

- https://www.ucas.com/understanding-
apprenticeships 

- https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-
experience/apprenticeships 

- https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-
experience/apprenticeships/how-to-apply-
for-an-apprenticeship 

 
Please see the below case studies of students who 
have progressed with Apprenticeships: 

- https://www.prospects.ac.uk/case-
studies/apprentice-cardiac-physiologist-
aneliese-lagan 

- https://www.prospects.ac.uk/case-
studies/apprentice-rhianne-nurse 
 

 
 

A degree apprenticeship is a job where you’ll spend 
80% of the working week at your place of 
employment, and 20% at your place of study.  
Degree Apprenticeships are open to all students who 
have achieved the right qualifications. 
If you are thinking about doing a Degree 
apprenticeship, here are some answers to frequently 
asked questions you may have. 
 

- You will earn a salary, and your course fees 
will be covered by your employer and the 
government.  You   just need to be willing to 
manage your time between work and study. 

- There are many different apprenticeships you 
can apply for depending on your existing 
qualifications across a broad range of 
different industries.  

- You will need to apply to the companies 
directly around December 2020 when most 
will advertise their vacancies. 

 
For further information please see: 

- https://www.ucas.com/understanding-
apprenticeships 

- https://www.shu.ac.uk/study-here/higher-
and-degree-apprenticeships/the-benefits-of-
higher-and-degree-apprenticeships 

-  
 

 
 

Gap Year 

A gap year offers you the opportunity to gain skills and experiences, while giving you time to reflect and focus 
on what you want to do next.  

A productive gap year can be valuable on your CV – many employers value the experiences students have 
gained if they’ve actively managed their time, set themselves goals, and stretched themselves.  

A gap year can also enhance your higher education studies – if you decide to apply for university, you could 
tailor your gap year to relate it to the subject area you plan to study.  

For further information on gap years, please use this link: https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/gap-year/gap-
years-ideas-and-things-think-about 

 

 
 

Employment 

If you’re onsidering going into work it is important that you think about the questions below:  
- Are you ready for work? 
- What are the advantages and disadvantages of going into work now for you? 
- Is it because you want to start earning some money? 

 
You need to have a clear idea of the sort of work you want to do. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Lectures, Talks and Webinars 

London School of Economics Events 

LSE are continuing to provide their free events online during this time. Please see below a list of events coming 
up! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, visit the LSE website. 

Do your research – explore job profiles, industries, and employers offering the kind of work and job roles you’re 
interested in. 
 
Where do you want to start? Would you like to get a part-time or full-time job, take on voluntary work, become 
self-employed, or set up your own business? 
 
The following links will help you if you are considering employment as an option after A levels: 

- https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/getting-a-job/how-to-find-a-job 
- https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/getting-a-job/get-a-job-with-no-experience 
- https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/getting-a-job/5-ways-to-make-the-most-of-careers-fairs 
- https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/getting-a-job 
- https://www.ucas.com.careers/getting-job/how-get-work 
- https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs 
 

 
 



 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 

  

Uptree are holding a number of work exoerience days which you are all able to sign up to – just visit your 
Uptree account! 

Uptree Online Work Experience and Skills Workshops 

Career Ready Talks 

Career Ready is running a series of talks to help you think about career options. Each talk will last up to an hour.  
You will need to register on Event Bright to attend any session. 
 

- Skills Workshop - Logistic Apprenticeships - Monday 18 May 
- Virtual Masterclass - Success at Interview - Tuesday 19 May 
- Virtual Masterclass - Effective Communication & Networking - Weds 20 May 
- Skills Workshop - Help! I don’t know what career to choose - Thursday 21 May 
- Industry Insights - Economists at Ofcom - Friday 22 May 

 

St Georges Webinars – Science, Medicine and Healthcare students 

St George’s are running a series of webinars which are open to everyone. They are most relevant for people 
interested in starting a university course in 2021, but teachers, parents and carers are also welcome to attend.   
These live, online only events will allow you to find out more about applying for and studying medicine, 
healthcare and science courses, from the comfort of your own home. You’ll also have the chance to have your 
questions answered at the end of each event.   
 
Please see below link for details of upcoming events – more will be advertised in the coming weeks and months. 
Don't worry if the times and dates don't suit, they will be repeating events. 
 
Please note that capacity for each event is limited to 500. They are expecting a high demand for these events, 
so please only sign up if you will definitely be able to attend. If you register and then realise you cannot attend, 
please cancel your place (instructions on how to do this are included in the email you received after you 
registered). 
 

To sign up, follow this link: https://www.sgul.ac.uk/study/undergraduate-study/explore-st-georges/webinars 
 
 UniTaster Tuesdays – weekly university guidance webinars 
UniTaster Days is offering a varierty of free university guidance webinars every Tuesday for the rest of the 
academic year, to support post-16 students considering university. Different guest universities will attend each 
week, delivering sessions on important aspects of university guidance, with a moderated Q&A. 
  
The live events are for post 16-students, although recordings will be available after the event for pre-16 
students as well. In addition to the series of general university guidance topics - subject events have been 
added – with Engineering, Health, Law and Medicine events scheduled during the coming weeks – and more to 
follow! 
  

To book a place and browse upcoming events, please follow this link:  https://www.unitasterdays.com/ut-
tuesdays.as 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Cambridge Enrichment Resources 

Super-Curricular Resources 

The below links will redirect you to pages curated by Cambridge University which contain resources beyond A-level 
syllabus. Extend your knowledge! 
 
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/su

per-curricular_suggestions.pdf 
 

https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.christs.cam.ac.uk/files/inline-
files/Supra%20Curricular%20Enrichment%20Guide%202018-19_0.pdf 

 
For more information, please see Mrs. Phillips 

Speakers for Schools - VTALK 

Speakers for Schools Inspiration Programme provides a network of today’s most inspiring figures across business, 
arts, politics and more donating their time to help inspire students to fuel their ambition. Please see below a list of 
all upcoming VTALKS hosted by Speakers for Schools! 
 
 DATE SPEAKER INFO 

Tues 19th May 
10am 
Add to calendar 

Robert Peston, Political 
Editor, ITV 

Join Robert Peston, Political Editor, ITV 
and Founder, Speakers for Schools in his 
very own Virtual Talk! 

Tues 19th May 2pm  
Add to calendar 
  

Kathrina Mannion, 
Director of 
Environmental Policy, BP 

Kathrina will discuss her career and 
current role in Environment and Policy, 
her motivations and career. Kathrina 
used to be a Senior Advisor for the 
government so has a really interesting 
career story. 

 Wed 20th May 
10am 
Add to calendar 

  

Dr. Maria Faraone, 
Director of the RIBA 

Studio, Royal Institution 
of British Architects 

What does an Architect do? Dr Maria Faraone will explore with 
students more about the career, what it might entail and how students 

can pursue the career. 

Wed 20th May 2pm 
Add to calendar 
  

David Dein, Former 
Chairman of Arsenal and 
the Football Association 

David's presentation is aimed at 15-18yr olds and features the 
phenomenal success of the Premier League since its inception. David 
will also impart inspirational messages about how to be successful. 

Thu 21st May 2pm 
Add to calendar 
  

Peter Mather, Group 
Regional Vice President, 
Europe & Head of 
Country, UK, BP 

Carbon emissions need to fall fast to meet the Paris climate goals. At 
the same time, the global population continues to grow – and demand 
more energy. By 2040, another 2 billion people are expected to be in 
the world, while energy demand is projected to rise by around a third, 
equivalent to adding another new China and EU’s worth of energy 
demand on top of what’s required today. How can we tackle this dual 
challenge? 

Fri 22nd May 10am  
Add to calendar 
  

Tom Dore, Head of 
Education, British E-
Sports Association 

Tom's session will talk about the transferable skills that can be gained 
from playing esports, Tom's session will aim to demystify the esports 
sector and let students know about the opportunities that exist. 

 
How to join the VTALKS VTALK Library  

• Join 10 minutes before the VTALK to be ready 
• You can join without needing an account 

– Watch how here 
• For full speaker descriptions visit the VTALK 

Schedule here 
  
v 

• Watch pre-recorded VTalks from our 
library here 

• the VTALK Schedule here 
  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOAS University Virtual Summer School 

SOAS have moved their 5 summer schools online and have reopened applications for students who meet at least 
one of the following criteria: 
 

- First generation in their family to go to university in the UK (if your parents have a degree from another 
country you will be eligible). 

- Eligible or previously eligible for free school meals 
- Experience of Local Authority Care 
- From an area of low progression to higher education (as measured by Polar 4 data) 

 
The subjects available are (please click on the subject titles for more details and online application form): 
 

Politics and International Relations - Monday 15th - Thursday 25th June 
Law - Monday 22nd June - Thursday 2nd July 

Economics - Monday 29th June - Thursday 9th July 
History - Monday 6th - Thursday 16th July 

Anthropology and Sociology - Monday 13th - Thursday 23rd July 
 

SOAS online summer schools last for two weeks (There will not be live activities every day and sessions are in short 
sections so you will not need to be available for the whole day). During each summer school you will have a mixture 
of live online activities, including interactive lectures and study skills sessions as well as access to resources and 
materials that can be accessed at any time. You will also have the opportunity to have a live Q&A with recent 
alumni and current SOAS students and will complete a group project with peers, supported by student 
ambassadors. 
 

Deadline for applications Friday 29th May. If you have any questions, please email Mrs Phillips. 
 
 

Shout-Outs! 

Congratulations to the below students who have received the highest amount of achievement points since distance 
learning began! 
 

1. Finnegan 
2. Emma PB 
3. Charlotte 
4. Rebecca 
5. Lymuella 

6. Sara 
7. Senam 

8. Zara 
9. Gabriel 

10. Weronika 
11. Savvas 

12. Emma 0B 

“With God, all things are possible” 


