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Assessment  Paper 1: The Natural Environment and Species Survival  
(33.33% of the total qualification) 
 
This paper will examine the following topics:  
● Topic 1: Lifestyle, Health and Risk  
● Topic 2: Genes and Health  
● Topic 3: Voice of the Genome  
● Topic 4: Biodiversity and Natural Resources  
● Topic 5: On the Wild Side  
● Topic 6: Immunity, Infection and Forensics.  
 
Overview of assessment ● Assessment is 2 hours. ● The paper consists of 100 marks. ● The 
paper may include multiple-choice, short open, open-response, calculations and extended writing 
questions. ● The paper will include questions that target mathematics at Level 2 or above (see 
Appendix 6: Mathematical skills and exemplifications). Overall, a minimum of 10% of the marks 
across the three papers will be awarded for mathematics at Level 2 or above. ● The paper will 
include questions that target the conceptual and theoretical understanding of experimental 
methods. 
 
Paper 2: Energy, Exercise and Co-ordination  
(33.33% the total qualification)  
 
This paper will examine the following topics:  
● Topic 1: Lifestyle, Health and Risk  
● Topic 2: Genes and Health  
● Topic 3: Voice of the Genome  
● Topic 4: Biodiversity and Natural Resources  
● Topic 7: Run for your Life  
● Topic 8: Grey Matter. Overview of assessment  
 
● Assessment is 2 hours. ● The paper consists of 100 marks. ● The paper may include multiple-
choice, short open, open-response, calculations and extended writing questions. ● The paper will 
include questions that target mathematics at Level 2 or above (see Appendix 6: Mathematical 
skills and exemplifications). Overall, a minimum of 10% of the marks across the three papers will 
be awarded for mathematics at Level 2 or above. ● The paper will include questions that target 
the conceptual and theoretical understanding of experimental methods. 
 
 
Paper 3: General and Practical Applications in Biology  
(33.33% of the total qualification) 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.html


Overview of content  
● This paper will include questions from topics 1-8. ● A scientific article will be pre-released on 
our website 8 weeks before the examination. Overview of assessment ● Assessment is 2 hours. 
● The paper consists of 100 marks. ● The pre-released scientific article will underpin one section 
of the paper. ● The paper will include synoptic questions that may draw on two or more different 
topics. ● The paper will include questions that target mathematics at Level 2 or above (see 
Appendix 6: Mathematical skills and exemplifications). Overall, a minimum of 10% of the marks 
across the three papers will be awarded for mathematics at Level 2 or above. ● The paper will 
include questions that target the conceptual and theoretical understanding of experimental 
methods. 
 

Revision 
websites 

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/biology-revision/gcse-edexcel/ 

 

Extra curricular opportunities  
 

Documentaries
/movies 

 
Dynasties - David Attenborough (BBC iPlayer) 
 
Planet Earth 
Blue Planet 
Day After Tomorrow 

Ted talks https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qG_YmIPFO68 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLEgiR1Fsds 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWULB9Aoopc 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvBlSFVmoaw 
 

Day trips London Zoo 
Kew Gardens 
Science Museum - London 
British Dental Association Museum 
Wellcome Collection 

 

 

Summer transition work  

 

Use the CGP “Head Start to A Level Biology” book as a guide to prepare for September.  

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Biology-Level/dp/1782942793 

 

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/biology-revision/gcse-edexcel/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qG_YmIPFO68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLEgiR1Fsds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWULB9Aoopc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvBlSFVmoaw
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Biology-Level/dp/1782942793


Students should work through the information in the book, making revision notes and answering 

questions along the way. The majority of the content recaps GCSE work previously covered, 

however there is also some new content that starts to develop ideas to new depths. This will 

give students an idea of how the A Level course links to, and develops on, the GCSE course. 

 

Students will be examined on this transition work in their first lesson of Biology in September. 

Students are expected to achieve at least 50% on this exam if they are seriously considering 

studying the Biology course at A Level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


