
Subject A Level Geography 

Exam board Edexcel  

Entry criteria Grade 6 or above in GCSE Geography 
 

Overview of course  Students who complete A Level Geography will obtain a qualification that enables them to engage critically with real 
world issues and places, apply their own geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to make sense of the world 
around them, and to help prepare them to succeed in their chosen path. 
 
A Level Geography encourages students to gain enjoyment, satisfaction and a sense of achievement as they develop 
their knowledge and understanding of the subject. Furthermore, this specification offers an issues-based approach to 
studying geography, enabling students to explore and evaluate contemporary geographical questions and issues such as 
the consequences of globalisation, responses to hazards, water insecurity and climate change. 
 
In addition, this course will enable students to be inspired by their geographical understanding, to engage critically with 
real world issues and places, and to apply their geographical knowledge, theory and skills to the world around them. 
Students will grow as independent thinkers and as informed and engaged citizens, who understand the role and 
importance of geography as one of the key disciplines relevant to understanding the world’s changing peoples, places 
and environments. 
 
The content of this course content gives students the opportunity to develop an in-depth understanding of physical and 
human geography, the complexity of people and environment questions and issues, and to become critical, reflective 
and independent learners. 
 
This specification has four equally-weighted content areas of study, offering both compulsory and optional content, 
assessed through three external assessments and one piece of nonexamination assessment. 
 
Content is framed by enquiry questions that encourage an investigative and evaluative approach to learning. We have 
signposted where and how geographical skills and fieldwork should be embedded in teaching. Our A Level assessment 
will integrate the assessment of geographical skills with knowledge and understanding. 
 



This specification will encourage students to make links between different geographical themes, ideas and concepts 
through synoptic themes embedded in the compulsory content. 
 
The content builds on the understanding developed at KS4, avoiding unnecessary repetition while also ensuring that 
students new to the subject are appropriately supported  
 

How will I be 
assessed  

Paper 1: Paper 1 (Paper code: 9GE0/01)  

First assessment: May/June 2023.  

The assessment is 2 hours and 15 minutes.  

The assessment is out of 105 marks.  

The assessment consists of three sections.  

Section A: students must answer all questions.  

Section B: students answer either Question 2 (Glaciated Landscapes and Change) or Question 3 (Coastal Landscapes 

and Change) in Section B.  

Section C: students must answer all questions.  

The paper may include short open, open response, calculations and resource-linked questions. The examination 

includes 12-mark and 20-mark extended writing questions.  

Calculators may be used in the examination. 

 

Content assessed  

• Section A assesses Area of study 1, Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards.  



• Section B assesses Area of study 1, Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and Change. This includes two 

optional sub-topics from which students choose one: 2A Glaciated Landscapes and Change or 2B Coastal 

Landscapes and Change.  

• Section C assesses Area of study 3, Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity and Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle 

and Energy Security. 

 

Paper 2 (Paper code: 9GE0/02)  

First assessment: May/June 2023.  

The assessment 2 hours and 15 minutes.  

The assessment is out of 105 marks.  

The assessment consists of four sections.  

Section A: students must answer all questions. 

Section B: students must answer all questions.  

Section C: students answer either Question 3 (Regenerating Places) or Question 4 (Diverse Places).  

Section D: students answer either Question 5 (Health, Human Rights and Intervention) or Question 6 (Migration, 

Identity and Sovereignty).  

The paper may include short open, open response, calculations and resource-linked questions. The examination 

includes 12-mark and 20-mark extended writing questions.  

Calculators may be used in the examination. 

 

Content assessed  



• Section A assesses Area of study 2, Topic 3: Globalisation.  

• Section B assesses Area of study 4, Topic 7: Superpowers.  

• Section C assesses Area of study 2, Topic 4: Shaping Places. This comprises two optional sub-topics from which 

students choose one: 4A Regenerating Places or 4B Diverse Places.  

• Section D assesses Area of study 4, Topic 8: Global Development and Connections. This comprises two optional 

sub-topics from which students choose one: 8A Health, Human Rights and Intervention or 8B Migration, Identity 

and Sovereignty. 

 

Paper 3 (Paper code: 9GE0/03)  

First assessment: May/June 2023.  

The assessment is 2 hours and 15 minutes.  

The assessment is out of 70 marks.  

Students must answer all questions. 

The paper may include open response, calculations and resource-linked questions. The examination includes 8-mark, 

18-mark and 24-mark extended writing questions.  

Calculators may be used in the examination. 

 

Content assessed  

• Synoptic assessment of geographical skills, knowledge and understanding (within a place-based context) from 

compulsory content drawn from different parts of the course. 

 

Non-examination assessment: Independent Investigation (Paper code: 9GE0/04)  



The student undertakes an independent investigation, producing a written report of 3000–4000 words.  

The student defines a question or issue relating to the compulsory or optional content.  

The student’s investigation will incorporate fieldwork data (collected individually or as part of a group) and own 

research and/or secondary data.  

The report will evidence independent analysis and evaluation of data, presentation of data findings and extended 

writing.  

The report is internally assessed and externally moderated.  

The independent investigation report must be submitted at the end of the course.  

Centres must ensure that independent investigation reports submitted are valid for the series in which they are 

submitted. 

 

Content assessed  

The fieldwork which forms the focus and context of the individual investigation may be either human, physical or 

integrated physical-human. The topic must relate to an aspect of geography in the specification, and facilitate the 

development of the following core skills:  

• research relevant literature sources and understand and write up the theoretical or comparative context for a 

research question  

• define the research questions which underpin field investigations  

• demonstrate practical knowledge and understanding of field methodologies appropriate to the investigation of 

core human and physical processes  

• observe and record phenomena in the field and devise, implement and justify practical approaches taken in the 

field, including frequency/timing of observation, sampling, and data collection approaches so that good quality 

data/ information can be collected  



• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the techniques appropriate for analysing field data and 

information and for representing results, and show ability to select suitable quantitative or qualitative 

approaches and to apply them  

• demonstrate the ability to interrogate and critically examine field data in order to comment on its accuracy 

and/or the extent to which it is representative, and use the experience to extend geographical understanding ● 

show the ability to write up field results clearly and logically, using a range of presentation methods and apply 

existing knowledge, theory and concepts in order to understand field observations and make a well argued case  

• evaluate and reflect on fieldwork investigations, explain how the results relate to the wider context and show an 

understanding of the ethical dimensions of field research. 

Reading List  Human Geography Reading List 
Physical Geography Reading List 
 

Super-curricular 
resources  

Useful websites: 
Ask the Geographer on Apple Podcasts 
Discovering Geology - British Geological Survey (bgs.ac.uk) 
BBC Radio 4 - Costing the Earth 
Climate Change Archives - Geographical 
National Geographic 
 

 

https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Get%20involved/Reading_List_1_Human_Geography.pdf
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Get%20involved/Reading_List_2_Physical_Geography,_Climate_Change_and_Maps.pdf
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/ask-the-geographer/id1196746426?mt=2
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discovering-geology/?src=topNav
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r4wn
https://geographical.co.uk/climate-change
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/

