
Subject A Level Dance  

Exam board AQA 

Entry criteria 6 in GCSE Dance  

Overview of course  A-level Dance is a dynamic qualification which encourages students to develop their creative and intellectual capacity, 
alongside transferable skills such as team working, communication and problem solving. All of these are sought after 
skills by higher education and employers and will help you stand out in the workplace whatever your choice of career.  
 
This specification reflects both historical and current dance practices, making it more relevant, and inspires a lifelong 
passion and appreciation for dance.  
 
 Students can perform and choreograph in a style of their choice for the group work, providing it meets the 
assessment criteria. We’ve also taken care to ensure the assessment structure will give students of all abilities the 
chance to excel.  
 

How will I be 
assessed  

Component 1: Choreography 

  

Exam Type: Coursework 

Exam Length: N/A 

Percentage of Course: 50% 

  

In this component: 

1. Solo performance linked to a specific practitioner within an area of study 

2. Performance in a quartet (minimum 3 minutes) 

3. Group Choreography - responding to an external set task (minimum 3 minutes)  

4. External assessor from AQA to visit and assess each candidate on the above 

 

Component 2: Critical Engagement 

 



Exam Type: Written 

Exam Length: 2 Hours 30 Minutes 

Percentage of Course: 50% 

 

Knowledge, understanding and critical appreciation of two set works 

1. One compulsory set work within the compulsory area of study (Rambert - ‘Rooster 1991)  

2. One optional set work within the corresponding area of study from a choice of four:  

Either: 

• Giselle 1841- The Romantic Ballet Period  

• Appalachian 1944- Origins of American modern dance 1900-1945 

• Singin’ in the Rain- American Jazz dance 1940-1975 

• Sutra - The independent contemporary dance scene in Britain 2000-current 

 

Reading List  Please see below a recommended reading list for A-Level Dance: 
1. Anderson, J - ‘Ballet and modern dance, a concise history’ 
2. Anderson, J - ‘Art without boundaries, the world of modern dance’ 
3. Au, S - ‘Ballet and modern dance’ 
4. Carter, A. and O’Shea, J. (eds) - ‘The Routledge Dance Studies Reader’ 
5. Legg, J - ‘Introduction to Modern Dance Techniques’ 
6. Mackrell, J - ‘Out of Line, The Story of British New Dance’ 
7. Reynolds, N. and McCormick, M - ‘No Fixed Points Dance in the Twentieth Century’ 
8. Strauss, M.R. and Myron, H.N - ‘Looking at Contemporary Dance: a Guide for the Internet Age’ 

 
 


