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1. Introduction: 
 

All Barnet schools are expected to identify and support pupils with special educational needs and to 

support them in making the best possible progress. Schools are required to be inclusive, with the needs of 

pupils with special educational needs and disabilities being met in a mainstream setting wherever possible. 

Under new regulations, schools have a duty to publish SEN information on their website that is reviewed 

annually. The Local Authority is also expected to publish information about services they expect to be 

available for the children and young people with SEN aged 0-25. This is called the ‘Local Offer’. The 

intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and information being given to families. It will be an 

important resource for parents and carers in understanding the range of services and provision in their 

local area. 

At SMSJ the Local Offer is published on our school website in the Special Educational Needs section. 

 

2. Information about support for children with SEN at SMSJ. 
 

2.1 What is the approach to teaching children with SEN at SMSJ? 
 

SMSJ is a school committed to inclusion and participation for all. Our ethos is that ‘everything is possible’ 

and we aim to nurture, inspire and excel all our children whatever their levels of attainment. We try to 

inspire and encourage the whole child and have a holistic approach to their education. We try to 

encourage children to participate in many activities both academic and non-academic and celebrate their 

achievements in all areas. Pupils receive quality first teaching (QFT) and we actively monitor the teaching 

and learning in the school. We encourage children with SEND to participate in all activities and to be fully 
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included in class and school life, roles and responsibilities. We may carry out small group targeted 

interventions for children who need extra support of this kind. These interventions will be recorded on a 

Provision Map which outlines support being given. Parents will also be informed of any interventions that 

their child receives unless students have self-referred themselves at Key Stage 3 and 4 to lunchtime 

provision.  

 

3. What kinds of special educational needs are provided for at SMSJ? 

 

Children and young people with SEN have differing needs and children. Our school admission policy 

procedure clearly sets out our admission criteria. We always consider children who apply through the SEN 

route and see whether their needs can best be met at SMSJ. We always recommend that parents visit the 

school and talk with our SENCO to see if SMSJ is the best setting. We undertake to use our best 

endeavours, in partnership with parents, to make the provision required to meet the SEN of pupils in our 

school. 

 

At SMSJ we may have children with a range of SEN at any time that are included in the four broad areas of 

need (SEN Code of Practice 2014): 

 Communication and Interaction   

 Cognition and Learning  

 Social, mental and emotional  health 

 Sensory and physical   

 

4. How does the school know if children/young people at SMSJ have a special educational need or 

require extra help? 

 

At different times in their school career, a child may have a learning difficulty or need which calls for 

special educational provision to be made for them. If they are identified as needing this provision, they will 

require provision to be made that is additional to or different from the normal differentiated curriculum for 

pupils of the same age and which is intended to help overcome the barrier to their learning. 

 

At SMSJ we know when pupils need this kind of support through a range of ways. Initially class teachers, 

support staff, parents/carers and even the pupil themselves may raise a concern. This concern would be 

regarding the pupil’s level of progress, changes to the pupil’s observed behaviour or an identified barrier 

that is hindering their progress. This progress would be in comparison to their peers of the same age, as 

described in the SEN Code of Practice. 

 

We also screen children through assessments at entry and carry out assessments each term which may 

indicate concerns about progress. Whole school tracking of attainment outcomes highlights lack of 

expected progress or changes to progress. These will be discussed in our termly Pupil Progress Meetings 

and through discussion, appropriate intervention will be put in place. 
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The class teacher may ask the SENCO or support teacher to carry out observation or extra assessments 

following an initial concern. 

Parents will always be consulted about any concerns regarding their child’s possible special educational 

needs and initial concerns will be discussed with them and next steps decided together. 

 

5. What should a parent do if they think their child may have special educational needs? 

 

If parents have concerns relating to their child’s learning then we ask them to initially discuss them with 

their child’s class teacher/subject teacher/PAM. This then may be followed up with a discussion with either 

of the school SENCO’s - Mrs Charlotte Weatherly (Neale House Years Nursery – Year 4) or Mr Matthew 

Pereira (Bennett House, Years 5 -9). Please contact either SENCO through the school office number and 

they will put parents through to the relevant SENCO. Parents may feel that they wish to contact the 

Principal directly if this is more appropriate. We encourage parent’s input as we find we can achieve far 

better results for our children if parents/carers and school work together to support the children. 

 

6. How will parents be kept informed about how their child is doing? 

 

Parents will always be informed if their child is to receive SEN support and this would not go ahead without 

parental consent. Parents will be invited to discuss their child’s SEN support using the SEN Support Record 

which shows the interventions we have put in place and what the outcomes and impact has been. Parents 

with children receiving SEN Support will be able to attend regular meetings to discuss the SEN needs of 

their child  

 

Home –school arrangements are often successfully used with parents such as a Home-School diary which 

allows communication between school and home on a more regular basis. 

 

Parents are welcome to contact us regarding any aspect of their child’s education and progress at any time 

and we can arrange an appointment to discuss concerns or if they feel they have information that they 

would like to share which may impact on their child’s success. 

 

7. How does SMSJ help parents to support their child with SEN? 

 

Parents are encouraged to look at the school website which can be found at smsj.barnet.sch.uk   The 

website includes lots of information about our school systems, events and opportunities and will be helpful 

in supporting parents to help their child learn at home. We also hold meetings for parents including a year 

group welcome meeting held by the teachers which gives information regarding the curriculum and work 

for the year. Any additional information meetings are advertised in the school newsletter and website. 

 

At parents evenings and consultations teachers will discuss with parents/carers about specific ways they 

can support their own child. An SEN Support Record may be discussed with parents at consultation 

evenings, particularly in the primary phase.  There is a space where parents and teachers can discuss and 

agree activities or contributions that parents can do at home and this will be written onto the SEN Support 

Record together.  
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For SEN issues and further specific ways that parents can support their child, please contact the SENCO 

who will advise you or locate information and guidance for you in the local area. 

 

If your child is seen by an Advisory teacher or external agency such as Speech and language therapy or 

Educational Psychology etc meetings will be arranged for parents to meet with those support team 

workers at school to discuss their work and further strategies for parents to do at home. 

 

8. How will the children be consulted and involved in their education? 

 

The children at SMSJ are involved in target setting and know that they have targets to work towards. 

Within our SEN Support Record we have devised a section which lists contributions and targets for the 

children specifically and this will continue to be developed as a tool for the children knowing their own 

targets to work on and also thinking of their own targets to help them with their learning, behaviour or 

organisation. 

 

9. How will the curriculum be matched to support the SEN children’s needs? 

 

The Teachers Standards (2012) ensure that every teacher is expected to deliver high quality teaching which 

promotes good outcomes and progress for all pupils and notes that every teacher is responsible for 

adapting their teaching to respond to the needs and strengths of all pupils. This is strongly reinforced in 

the new SEN Code of Practice, with an emphasis on high quality, differentiated teaching being available for 

all pupils. 

 

Teachers at SMSJ differentiate work and tasks to ensure that each pupil in their class can make progress at 

the appropriate level for them. The children may have similar activities to do but they may be adapted 

according to the level of need and ability of the pupils.  Where a pupil has been identified as having SEN, 

the curriculum and learning environment will be further adapted by the class teacher to reduce barriers to 

learning and enable the child to access the curriculum more easily. These adaptations may include 

strategies suggested by the SENCO or external agencies. Some adaptations could include, for example – 

changes to seating, using different sized letter fonts/colours, reduced information on a page, scaffolding 

work using prompts or writing frames, extra resources to help on the table, simpler instructions for a child, 

visual objects, use of ICT support etc. 

 

A child receiving SEN support may have some or all of these adaptations included on their SEN Support 

Record. If they need to be withdrawn from a lesson to work on the activity as part of a small group who 

can work in a quiet area or at a simpler level then this will also take place.  

 

10. How will the school staff support children with SEN? 

 

The support groups/interventions listed on the SEN Support Record will be carried out with the adult listed 

there. This adult may be a Learning Support Assistant (LSA), a Support Teacher (ST), Class teacher (CT), or 

within the classroom itself. 
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Children identified as having SEN will be supported through following an “Assess, Plan, Do, Review” model. 

This is also known as a Graduated Response. 

 

Assess – data on the pupil and concerns regarding progress will be gathered by the class teacher in order to 

make an accurate assessment of the pupils needs and where the areas of concern are. 

Plan – if the child needs provision that is “additional to and different from” the usual differentiated 

curriculum, then after discussion with staff and agreement with parents, the appropriate interventions will 

be set up. 

Do – the interventions will be recorded onto a plan (SEN Support Record) and carried out by the child and 

adults listed. The child and parents will be consulted on actions they will take to support the desired 

outcomes of the interventions.  

Review – Progress towards the outcomes will be discussed and reviewed termly with school, parents and 

pupils. 

 

If progress is still judged to be inadequate despite the interventions, advice will be sought from external 

agencies regarding further strategies that may be tried. This would only be done with parental permission. 

 

For a very small percentage of pupils whose needs are significant and complex and the SEN support 

therefore required to meet their needs cannot reasonably be provided from within the school’s own 

resources, a request will be made to the local authority to conduct an assessment of education, health and 

care needs. This may result in an Education, Health and Care plan (EHC) being provided. 

 

11. How will the school support SEN children moving between phases of education? 

 

At SMSJ we have a number of strategies in place to support transition. These include: 

 On entry – a planned introduction meeting in the summer term for all new parents of children starting 

school in September. Parents are given a pack of information to support them in enabling their child to 

settle into their school. Any children with known SEND would be highlighted to the SENCO who will 

follow this with meetings at nurseries/previous schools and invite the children to visit SMSJ as part of a 

planned transition package. The SENCO may attend Annual Reviews or final IEP meetings for these 

children at their previous school. Records will be requested from the last school or setting and 

discussed with the new teacher and support staff. For children with ASD extra transition elements 

would include making a photo book of the school with pictures of staff, classroom, playground etc to 

be looked at with parents over the summer holiday. 

 

 Next school – All children will visit their next school but for children with SEND these opportunities are 

developed further and the children may have extra visits, with support staff, as needed. Children with 

ASD are again encouraged to have extra visits to the new building, classroom and to meet their teacher 

and support staff and make a photo book to keep. Parents of children in Year 5 who have an Annual 

Review meeting will be supported through this meeting in their decisions regarding secondary school 

choice. Outside agencies will advise parents of children with SEND with further information and advice 
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as needed. SENCOs of both schools will also meet and discuss the needs of pupils with SEND in order to 

ensure smooth transition and passing on of school SEN records. For children going into the secondary 

phase, there will be at least two visits to their new school in Year 6. Some children will however be 

staying at SMSJ for their secondary phase. 

 

 Within school (different classes) – all class teachers attend special “Handover” meetings with the next 

class teacher. The needs of all the children in the class are discussed but particular emphasis is made 

for informing the next teacher about the children with SEN. All the SEN records are kept in a folder 

which is discussed and passed up to the next teacher. The SENCO also prepares an extra SEN Handover 

document which lists all the information about the SEN children in the class and is discussed alongside 

the folder. Vulnerable children or children to monitor are also discussed. The classes all have special 

visiting times before the end of term so that they spend time with their new teacher in their new 

classroom. SEN children will have extra visits as needed. Children coming to SMSJ from another school 

may have planned visits with their parents or support staff if needed. 

 

12. How do we know if our support at SMSJ is being effective? 

 

Monitoring progress is an integral part of the process to support SEN children at SMSJ. The teachers follow 

the “Assess, Plan, Do, Review “model as the way to decide on those needing support and reviewing the 

children’s progress. We have termly pupil Progress meetings which are used to discuss the progress and 

success of interventions and whether they are being effective or not. The secondary phase has regular 

“data drops” in which data and progress are recorded and analysed. The SEN Support Record also notes 

the impact of an intervention – both within the group/intervention time and whether a child has been able 

to generalise what they have learned in the intervention and so used it within the classroom. We record 

baselines whenever applicable for small group work which also helps us assess the impact and effect of 

support.  

 

13. What support will there be for children’s overall well being at SMSJ? 

 

SMSJ offers a range of pastoral support for pupils and families. We have a PSHE curriculum that aims to 

promote knowledge, understanding and skills needed to develop their emotional and social knowledge and 

well being. We have a school Learning Mentor who provides support for children, parents and families with 

a range of pastoral needs and who will liaise with external agencies and services to help them. Our 

Learning Mentor may also run small intervention groups or carry out 1-1 work for children which develop 

their social skills, emotional resilience and well being. We also have further groups run by Learning Support 

Assistants working on Social Skills, friendships, self esteem or behaviour management. 

 

We employ a Health and Emotional Well-Being practitioner from the HEW Service (linked with Barnet 

Primary Project and CAMHS) who comes into school each week and works with children who are 

experiencing social or emotional difficulties. She also works with whole families if appropriate. 
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We have a Lead teacher for behaviour management who works with the children as needed for behaviour 

and social needs. She will put in interventions such as being a point of contact, liaising with parents and 1-1 

discussions with pupils.  

 

We also hold regular meetings in the secondary phase between the Head of Year, SENCO and Learning 

Mentor to specifically look at focus children regarding their behaviour, attendance, punctuality and seek to 

put in weekly actions as preventative steps to avoid exclusions. 

 

Children with medical needs such as severe allergies, asthma, epilepsy, diabetes will be provided with a 

detailed Health Care Plan, complied in partnership with school, school nurse and parents and if appropriate 

the pupil themselves. 

 

Staff who need to administer or supervise medication will be trained and kept up to date with training. 

 

14. How will the children with SEN be included in activities outside the classroom, such as school trips? 

 

Children with SEND should not be excluded from any activities unless a detailed risk assessment deems this 

unsafe. Risk assessments are carried out prior to school trips and procedures put in place to ensure that all 

children are enabled to participate. Parents of children with SEND are consulted about risks and safety as 

needed. We encourage children with SEND to take part fully in school community life and as a school 

encourage the children to try a range of out of school activities through clubs and groups. External 

providers such as Sports camps will have their own policies and risk assessment procedures. We seek to 

ensure that children with SEND are represented on our School Council. 

 

15. What specialist services or expertise are available at or accessed by the school? 

 

SMSJ uses a number of different agencies to support children and their families. These may include: 

 High Incidence Support Team (HIST) 

 Educational Psychologist (EP) 

 Autism Advisory Service and BEAM ( 

Barnet Early Autism Model) service 

 Speech & Language Therapy Service 

(SLT) 

 Hearing Impairment Team 

 Visual Impairment Team 

 Physical Disability Team 

 Health & Emotional Well being Service 

(HEW) 

 CAMHS (Child & Adolescent Mental 

Health Service) 

 Occupational Therapy Service (OT) 

 Paediatric Services 

 Physiotherapy Service 

 Educational Consultancy (Dyslexia) 

 Family Focus Team 

 Social Services 

 School Nurse / Doctors/ Hospitals 
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16. What training do staff supporting children with SEND undertake? 

 

Staff at SMSJ are trained to understand that they are all teachers who support children with SEN. We also 

invite outside agencies in to continually update and improve teachers and support staff knowledge and 

understanding of SEN. Recent training has included specialist INSET from outside agency professionals: 

 Dyslexia training – identification, strategies and how to support 

 Autism – identification , support strategies 

 Speech, language support and use of Colourful Semantics programme across the school. 

 Precision Teaching – how to use this programme to support children  

 

The SENCOs are qualified teachers and has attended SEN training through attendance at termly SENCO 

meetings, Elkan Speech& language Training, ADHD training course, Dyslexia Training course, Motor skills 

course training. 

 

The SENCOs provide further in-house training for LSAs as part of weekly training meetings.  

 

The school has regular visits from SEN Specialist teachers who provide advice to staff working with pupils 

to help them support their pupils further. 

 

Our Learning Assistants are mostly First Aid trained. 

 

The NHS Speech & Language therapist visits termly to assess and plan support for targeted pupils. These 

programmes are then delivered by the Learning Support Assistant under supervision of the therapist and 

SENCO. Our Teaching Assistants and the SENCO at Lower School are trained to deliver the Barnet SLT 

Toolkit. 

 

17. How accessible is the school environment? 

 

SMSJ has taken steps to make reasonable adjustments to the school environment. These include: 

 Disabled parking spaces near to building on both sites 

 Steps edged with high visibility yellow paint externally and with high visibility strips internally (still 

some areas to be completed at Bennett House) 

 Ramps replacing steps into the school building on both sites. 

 Disabled toilets on both sites. 

 Medical room available for children as a safe place for insulin injections/testing. 

 A lift installed for access to upper floor in Bennett House. (not applicable at Neale House). 

 

18. Who can parents contact for further information or if they have any concerns? 

 

If parents wish to discuss their child’s special educational needs or are unhappy about any issues regarding 

the school’s response to meeting those needs please contact the following: 
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 The child’s class teacher 

 The child’s PAM 

 The SENCO 

 The Assistant principal in charge of the site (Lower school, Middle School) 

 If parents need to make a formal complaint they are asked to follow the process detailed in our 

Complaints Procedure. 

 

BARNET SEND, Information, Advice and Support Service  

Further information to help parents of children with SEN is through an organisation called SENDIASS. 

(BARNET SEND, Information, Advice and Support Service). They will offer free confidential, impartial 

advice. Their website is sendIASS@barnet.gov.uk Tel: 0208 359 7637  

 

Barandos 

Parents can also contact Barnardos for further help with SEN issues, particularly with issues around 

Education Health Care plans. Their local branch is in Barnet, Tel: 0808 800 0037 or email 

ISBarnet@barnardos.org.uk 

 

Barnet SEN services 

General SEN enquiries can be made by contacting senadmin@barnet.gov.uk or telephone 0208 359 7007. 

For all areas of SEN we encourage parents to look at the Barnet Local Offer which is on the Barnet website 

www.barnet.gov.uk The Barnet SEN support section has information regarding what schools and the local 

authority can offer as well as information about all areas of SEN, including local events that they can 

attend. 

 

 

 

mailto:sendIASS@barnet.gov.uk
mailto:ISBarnet@barnardos.org.uk
mailto:senadmin@barnet.gov.uk
http://www.barnet.gov.uk/

