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Aims of the Foundation Stage 

At St Mary’s and St John’s we recognise that young children learn actively through movement, their senses, 

play and spoken language. In order to help each child acquire the necessary skills to develop socially, 

emotionally, personally, linguistically, mathematically, creatively and physically, the curriculum for children 

in the Nursery and Reception classes (the  Early Years Foundation Stage) offers and incorporates a broad 

range of practical experiences and learning opportunities in an environment which is positive, safe and 

secure. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception year. In 

our school Nursery, children attend part time after a staggered intake. In the Reception classes children 

attend part time for a very short time. We recognise that for some children the transition into a new 

environment with many unfamiliar places, faces and routines may be a cause for some anxiety. Therefore 

children who attend our school Nursery will visit the main school on a regular basis and a transition 

programme will be sent up in the summer term. EYFS staff will help to settle children in slowly so that the 

children learn to trust the adults around them and to understand and follow routines with minimum stress.  

This may include separate playtimes to the rest of the school, not coming to assemblies straightaway,  

part-time schooling for those who are very young or who are not yet ready to withstand the rigours of a 

full or part time day. We will discuss any concerns with parents. Children in Reception must be in full time 

schooling the term after their 5th birthday. 
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Planning the Curriculum 

The EYFS is based upon four principles: 

 A Unique Child  

 Positive Relationships 

 Enabling Environments  

 Learning and Development 
 

A Unique Child 

At SMSJ School we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, capable, 

confident and self assured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways, at varying rates. 

Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from others; we use praise and 

encouragement, as well as celebration/ sharing assemblies and rewards, to encourage children to develop 

a positive attitude to learning. 

Inclusion 

We value the diversity of individuals within the school and do not discriminate against children because of 

‘differences’. All children at SMSJ School are treated fairly regardless of race, religion or abilities. All 

children and their families are valued within our school.  

In the EYFS we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children. We achieve 

this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who 

are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of 

different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds. 

Staff may feel that a pupil will not cope with transitions and full time learning, thus a bespoke timetable 

may be established to suit the needs of the individual. 

Welfare 

At SMSJ School we understand that we are legally required to comply with certain welfare requirements as 

stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2012. The EYFS staff will inform 

another member of staff if they need to change a child. However if a child is refusing then their parents will 

be phoned and asked to come to the setting to change their child. 

Toileting: if a child soils themselves you will be contacted to come to school to change your child. 

Positive Relationships 

At SMSJ School we recognise that children learn to be strong and independent from secure relationships. 

We aim to develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with the children and their families.  

Parents as Partners 

We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the contribution 

they make. We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the 
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children. We recognise that the children’s first educators are their parents or carers and we are committed 

to strengthening the relationship between home and school. Parents and EYFS staff work together to 

support the children’s learning in a number of ways.  Parents have opportunities to meet with their child’s 

teacher before the children start school and this is backed up by regular, daily contact with parents once 

the children start school. Meetings take place throughout the year so teachers and parents can discuss 

each child’s progress in detail.  Other contact is encouraged, for example via the home reading system 

whereby parents are invited to comment on their child’s reading development in Reception. We hold 

sessions whereby parents are welcomed to join the classroom learning environment and support their 

child in the focus activity. Leaders also provide parent information sessions linked to assessment and the 

curriculum, as well as any other significant areas that parents may identify through a parent questionnaire 

or through staff observations. 

Key Person 

All staff involved with the EYFS aim to develop good relationships with all children, interacting positively 

with them and taking time to listen to them. At our school each child is allocated a key worker before they 

start. This person aims to be the first contact for the child’s parents. However all members of staff are 

happy to speak with parents as needed. 

Enabling Environments 

At SMSJ School we recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending the 

children’s development. This begins by observing the children and assessing their interests, development 

and learning, before planning challenging but achievable activities and experiences to extend the children’s 

learning.  

Observation, Assessment and Planning 

The Planning within the EYFS is based around medium term plans linked to themes and class interests. 

These plans are used by the EYFS teachers as a guide for weekly planning; however the teacher may alter 

these MTP’s in response to the needs (achievements and interests) of the children. This will be indicated 

on weekly planning.  

We use Tapestry to have instant communication with our parents so they are informed of the learning in 

the classroom. These learning observations are linked to the Characteristics of Effective Learning and the 

curriculum (staff will assess against developmental bands and may record whether they are showing 

evidence of emerging, developing and secure). 

We make regular assessments of children’s learning and we use this information to ensure that future 

planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in the EYFS takes the form of observation, and this involves 

the teacher and other adults as appropriate. These observations are recorded in children’s individual 

journals. At SMSJ School, we use the LA assessment system to monitor and record the pupil’s progress 

throughout the year. 
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Within the final term of the EYFS, we provide a written summary to parents, reporting their progress 

against the ELG’s and Development Matters document. We give a reasonable opportunity for the parents 

to discuss these judgements with the EYFS teacher. 

The Learning Environment 

The EYFS classroom is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely. There are areas 

where the children can be active, be quiet and rest. The classroom is set up in learning areas, where 

children are able to find and located equipment and resources independently. The EYFS classes have their 

own enclosed outdoor area. This has a positive effect on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers 

opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors. It offers the 

children to explore use their senses and be physically active and exuberant.  We plan activities and 

resources for the children to access outdoors that help the children to develop in all 7 areas of learning. 

Learning and Development 

At SMSJ School we recognise that children learn and develop in different ways and at different rates. We 

value all areas of learning and development equally and understand that they are inter connected.  

Play 

Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the 

world. They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for 

rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They 

communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. They express fears or re-live anxious 

experiences in controlled and safe situations. 

Active Learning 

Active learning occurs when children are motivated and interested. Children need to have some 

independence and control over their learning. As children develop their confidence they learn to make 

decisions. It provides children with a sense of satisfactions as they take ownership of their learning. 

Creativity and Critical Thinking 

Children should be given opportunities to be creative through all areas of learning, not just through the 

arts. Adults can support children’s thinking and help them to make connections by showing genuine 

interest, offering encouragement, clarifying ideas and asking open questions. Children can access resources 

freely and are allowed to move them around the classroom to extend their learning. 

Areas of Learning 

There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes in early 

years settings. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. Three areas are 

particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their 

capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.  
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These three areas, the prime areas, are; 

Communication and Language,  

Physical development 

Personal Social and Emotional 

There are four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. The 
specific areas are:  
 
• literacy;  

• mathematics;  

• understanding the world; and  

• expressive arts and design.  
 
Characteristics of learning: 
 
Underpinning all of these learning areas of the following characteristics of effective learning which we also 
closely monitor and observe. 
 

 Playing and exploring – engagement 

 Active learning – motivation 

 Creating and thinking critically - thinking 
 

None of these areas can be delivered in isolation from the others. They are equally important and depend 

on each other. All areas are delivered through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities. In each 

area there are Early Learning Goals (ELG's) that define the expectations for most children to reach by the 

end of the EYFS. 

It is the responsibility of the EYFS staff to follow the principles stated in this policy and the EYFS leaders to 
ensure they are being followed. 
 

Transition from Reception to Year 1 Policy. 

During the summer term Reception staff will work closely with the children to enhance and develop their 

‘Learning Journeys’ ensuring a broad and balanced coverage of the Specific and Prime areas of the EYFS. 

The ‘Learning Journals’ will be sent home with the academic report for the weekend and returned to their 

class teacher on the Monday so they can be further added to, whilst they are in Reception.  

As part of transition into Year 1 a verbal hand over will be given, as with all year groups and the ‘Learning 

Journeys’ will be passed on to the Year 1 teacher.  
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Reception children will have been levelled against the EYFS curriculum and we will discuss across the two 

phases how these transfer to National Curriculum ‘levels’ during the class handover. 

At the start of Year 1 and for the month of September the teacher will continue to add, date and annotate 

work within these individual books. This may include direct input/photos or other forms of evidence.  The 

evidence should be broad and balanced, for all pupils. 

For those children who have not reached the Early Learning Goal’s, teachers will take into account that 

these children need more input and evidence to support the learning areas, both adult led and any child 

led activities.. This will be recorded in their ‘Learning Journals’. 

At the end of September the ‘Learning Journals’ will be completed and the children can wholly access the 

National Curriculum. 

These books need to stay in school until the end of Autumn term. 

Early Years Leaders. 

 
Reviewed 2017 
  
 


