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This week’s focus … How Learning can be Hard in a Covid Secure Classroom

Please remember to remain at the front of the classroom maintaining social distancing. 

Problems Solutions

Low-level disruption at the back of the 
classroom/ students feeling adrift

Make Check for Understanding a solid default questioning mode 
along with Cold Calling and deliberately, conspicuously reach into 
the corners of the class... make eye contact, project your 
voice. Search for Error. Find out who isn’t sure – make that feel safe; 
make it your mission.

Not being able to give 1:1 feedback on answers 
written in class

Use the visualiser to share and give feedback on students' work. 
Prompt students to engage and write well by telling them in 
advance of a task that they will be asked to read out their answer at 
the end of the activity. Ask students to photograph class work and 
upload this to the 'homework' section in Class Notebook.

Watching, not learning Narrate your thinking for one small element, check students’ 
understanding – get them to practise just that step; then move on. 
Later increase the size of the chunks you model at once but not at 
first. Scaffold extensively if needed and then withdraw support 
slowly – build confidence, then independence.

Too afraid to ask... Make it normal to explore uncertainty. Make the mental shift from 
‘does everyone know? to ‘who is still unsure?’ Engage students in 
generating questions, spotting errors, exploring common mistakes 
and misconceptions. Congratulate the 7/10 student but then talk 
through the 3 she got wrong.



Feedback from CPD: SEND Clinic - Autism

"...learning about the difference between 
girls and boys was very interesting as we 
only have male autistic students in our 

setting."

We were given some 
excellent strategies and 

examples.
I will put more in to 

place to support 
students with sudden 

changes to routines e.g. 
cover.

Provided me with a greater insight into Autism and 
how it impacts our students' learning. Gave me 

useful practices to embed in lessons to help them 
access the learning in the most effective way 

possible.

To help with incorporation of the zones 
into all lessons with all students to gauge 

the level of understanding and tone of 
the lesson. If you go in knowing what to 

expect, you can make a happier 
environment for all.

Below is some feedback from our CPD session on autism, hosted by Mala Perera from the Autism Advisory Team. The session 
averaged a fantastic 4.8 out of 5!


